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The history syllabus has, indeed, become more modern
in outlook, national history being given a prominent place.
The geography course has been restricted. Although
apparently based upon scientific principles, it tends more
and more to be correlated with history.
Literature, properly so called, is only to be begun when
the pupils have enough grasp of their own language to be
able to exercise taste and discrimination. The importance
given to the French language has made even Latin an
adjunct, nor are foreign tongues apparently much culti-
vated during the school course. The better plan is thought
to be that of sending the girls to complete thek studies in
a convent abroad,
In the Plan of 1833 little change appears, except that one
gathers that academic studies are demanding more time.
A charming paragraph on the value of dancing has been
replaced by two somewhat grim lines which state laconically
that " as far as possible, lessons in deportment will only
be taken during recreation hours/* Later, however, the
earlier view was to prevail.
In 1850 three significant additions are made: foreign
languages, and also natural history and general knowledge,
the last two obviously showing an approach to science.
The literary and philosophical bias is again made plain,
and good translations of classical and foreign literature are
recommended for the elder girls*
At this time in the Society, as in the world outside the
convent walls, a burning question was that of the advan-
tages and disadvantages of specialist teaching. Mother
Barat makes known her decision to the religious in these
words : " Several of our houses have expressed a wish that
different branches of study should be taught in so many
groups or divisions (each by a specialist). After careful